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Identifying weeds

• Use the tools available to you

– Knowledgeable people

– Weed ID Guides

– iNaturalist app

• https://crops.extension.iastate.edu/blog/bo

b-hartzler-meaghan-anderson/inaturalist-

confessions-skeptic

https://crops.extension.iastate.edu/blog/bob-hartzler-meaghan-anderson/inaturalist-confessions-skeptic




Weed Emergence Patterns.  

April May June July Aug
1     2     3     4      1       2      3      4     1      2      3       4      1      2      3      4     1     2 

Gi.foxtail

W. cupgrass

F. panicum

Velvetleaf

G. ragweed

Morningglory

Kochia

Waterhemp

Sandell, Buhler and Hartzler.  Iowa State University



Where to Start

Grass or Broadleaf



Identifying the mystery 

grass

Patch of weedy 
grass

Noticed red bases 
of stems

What do I do to ID 
it?



Grass morphology

Blade

Auricles

Ligule

Sheath





Long, sparse hairs on 

leaves

Hairy ligule



Grass ID Key
No ligule Hairy ligule Membranous ligule

Leaf and sheath
hairless

Barnyardgrass

Leaf hairy Leaf hairless 

Sheath margin
hairy

Sheath margin
hairless

Green foxtail Prominent midvein

Fall panicum

Entire upper leaf
surface covered 
with dense hairs

Long hairs 
only at base
of leaf blade

Yellow foxtail

Dense short hairs,
difficult to see 
without hand lens

Dense hairs 
easily seen when
held to light

Giant foxtail Leaves short in 
relation to width;
one leaf margin
often rippled
Woolly cupgrass

No auricles Auricles present

Large crabgrass

QuackgrassSheath and blade 
with relatively long hairs

Erect growth habit,
hairless sheath and blade

Sheath often covered
with waxy bloom

Shattercane

Field Crop School - 2014







What have you been seeing 

this year?





What have you been seeing 

this year?



What have you been seeing 

this year?




